Oxylipins and ascospore morphology in the ascomycetous yeast genus Dipodascus.
Immunofluorescence microscopy was used to assess members of the yeast genus Dipodascus for the presence of 3-hydroxy oxylipins. Fluorescence was associated with the aggregating ascospores in all species tested, thus suggesting the association of 3-hydroxy oxylipins with these cells, especially the surrounding slime sheaths. An ultrastructural study of the ascospores revealed sheaths with indentations, probably caused by the close packing of the ascospores to form clusters. In addition, an increase in the neutral and glycolipid fractions as well as a decrease in the phospholipid fraction during ascosporogenesis in D. ambrosiae was found.